
T
hat M

agic B
ow

 

K
en Selby

has been 
playing the violin
since his school 
days, traveling by 
tram

 from
 N

orth 
Sydney to lessons 
at the M

osm
an

C
onservatorium

 of 
M

usic.  H
e is

particularly interested in violins and bow
s, and has 

a sm
all collection of books on bow

s and violins, plus 
a collection of about 20 bow

s – m
any of them

 W
.E. 

H
ill and Sons bow

s. H
e provided this interesting 

inform
ation on bow

s: 

The B
ow

 is the m
ost im

portant part of the string 
instrum

ents in an orchestra, and the m
ost im

portant 
part of the B

ow
 is the horse hair.  

N
o other product but horse hair produces the m

usical 
quality required. In the earliest bow

s, thongs of 
leather, strands of silk, threads, other strings, even 
rushes w

ere used. For centuries, horse hair has been 
the only really acceptable m

aterial, although 
synthetic hair is now

 in use.  Special w
ire hair has 

also been used for cello and bass bow
s. 

O
n a violin bow

, the hair is arranged to form
 a ribbon 

w
hich is about 8m

m
 w

ide at the head of the bow
 and 

about 10m
m

 w
ide at the frog.

Let’s hope that the existence of the horse is never 
lost. H

ow
ever, in the 1930’s the horse population in 

C
anada and the U

SA
 totaled 43 m

illion; today the 
population is only about 2 m

illion. 

For the last 215 years - since the tim
e of Francis 

Tourte - Pernam
buco, a B

razilian w
ood, has been 

used in the construction of the B
ow

.  B
eech, 

ironw
ood and snakew

ood have also been used. 
H

ow
ever, Pernam

buco could soon disappear from
 

B
razil because Pernam

buco trees are being cut dow
n 

and replaced w
ith coffee bushes. 

A
ll string players m

ust look after and care for their 
bow

s.  M
ost players insist on good tension, good 

w
eight, good hair.  B

ow
 hair is gradually lost from

 
w

ear and so m
ust be replaced by a good repairer. 

There have been m
any good bow

 m
akers in England, 

France, G
erm

any, Sw
itzerland, Italy and a few

 in 
A

ustralia. The U
.K

. bow
 m

akers, W
.E. H

ill &
 Sons 

are a w
ell know

n firm
, but they no longer exist. The 

m
ost expensive bow

 by W
.E H

ill &
 Sons w

as the 
gold m

ounted tortoise shell Fleur-de-Lys bow
.  If a 

custom
er purchased a Stradivaris or a G

uarneri 
violin, H

ills gave them
 a Fleur-de-Lys bow

.  
The original price of a Fleur-de-Lys bow

 w
as 10 

pounds. Today, the price could be $20,000 or m
ore, 

depending on the condition. 

There w
ere over 20 very fine bow

 m
akers w

ho 
w

orked for W
.E. H

ill &
 Sons. Q

uite a num
ber of H

ill 
bow

s com
e on the m

arket and can be purchased from
 

dealers. B
efore 1917, every H

ill bow
 m

aker w
as 

allocated a sign to record each bow
 he m

ade. From
 

1917 onw
ards each bow

 m
aker w

as allocated a 
num

ber and this w
as show

n on the bow
 face and on 

the m
etal seating of the frog. A

lso recorded on every 
bow

 stick and frog w
as the year of construction. The 

first three very early bow
 m

akers at W
.E. H

ill &
 Sons 

(Sam
uel A

llen, W
illiam

 N
apier and Jam

es Tubbs), 
how

ever, did not record m
arks or num

bers on their 
bow

s.

The essential qualifications of a good bow
 are its 

perfect balance and levity, strength and stability. 
W

hilst possessing a necessary flexibility, it m
ust be 

straight as an arrow
 from

 heal to point. H
ow

ever, 
w

hen in use, violin and viola bow
s w

ill m
ake a very 

slight curvature to the right and the cello bow
 to the 

left. 

M
uch m

ore can be w
ritten about bow

s…
but, 

regrettably, space is lim
ited. 

For Y
our D

iary 

Saturday 11
th M

arch at 8.00pm
 &

 Sunday 12
th

M
arch at 2.30pm

  M
ozart and M

ahler concert.
Tickets: M

C
A

 Ticketing 1300 306 776 

T
uesday 14

th M
arch at 7.30pm

   K
PO

’s A
G

M
 at 

K
u-ring-gai Tow

n H
all, Pym

ble 

Saturday 20
th M

ay at 8.00pm
 &

 Sunday 21
st M

ay 
at 2.30pm

.  T
he G

rand T
our concert.

Tickets: M
C

A
 Ticketing1300 306 776 

Sunday 4
th June

Friends of the KPO
 afternoon 

recital.  Enquiries: M
adeleine 9144 6747 

A
dvance notification:

Saturday 9
th D

ecem
ber at 

8.00pm
. R

otary Popular C
lassics concert.

Tickets: M
C

A
 Ticketing 1300 306 776 

V
isit w

w
w

.kpo.org.au for further details of  
K

PO
’s 2006 C

oncerts 
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“M
ozart &

 M
ahler” concerts  

Saturday M
arch 11

th and Sunday M
arch 12

th

These are enorm
ous concerts to start the year.  

The m
usic is “big” - M

ahler’s m
assive Sym

phony
N

o 5, M
ozart’s w

onderful C
oncerto N

o 1 for Flute 
and O

rchestra and A
rvo Paart’s C

antus in M
em

orium
 

Benjam
in Britten, w

hich is described as “extraordin-
arily sim

ple…
and sim

ply extraordinary”.  A
nd the 

orchestra is m
uch larger than usual – w

ith 90 
m

usicians participating. 

Free pre-concert talks are being presented 45 m
inutes 

prior to each concert.   

W
e are delighted to w

elcom
e Em

m
a Sholl, A

ssociate 
Principal Flute w

ith the SSO
, as soloist for the 

M
ozart C

oncerto. 

So please join us at one of the tw
o perform

ances. 
A

nd do bring a friend…
there’s a very special $5 per 

ticket offer available to them
 (see yellow

 insert). 

The venue is R
avensw

ood C
entenary C

entre 
A

uditorium
, com

m
encing on Saturday at 8pm

, 
Sunday at 2.30pm

. 

The orchestra has dedicated this concert to long-
standing supporters, G

eorge and Esther Szekeres, 
w

ho passed aw
ay late last year.   G

eorge w
as 

particularly fond of M
ahler’s sym

phonies - so as an 
added tribute to him

, a long tim
e friend provided 

funding to the K
PO

 to purchase the score and parts 
for M

ahler’s Sym
phony N

o 5 for these perform
ances 

and then to add to K
PO

’s m
usic library (w

hich is 
regularly accessed by other A

ustralian orchestras). 

Y
our address 

If your address is incorrect, or if you’d prefer to be rem
oved 

from
 K

PO
’s m

ailing list, please return the accom
panying 

m
ailing slip (w

ith corrected address, or the notation 
‘rem

ove’) to K
PO

, PO
 B

ox 165, Pym
ble N

SW
 2073, or 

advise us via our w
ebsite, w

w
w

.kpo.org.au. 

E
m

m
a Sholl 

                                    Em
m

a is a “local” girl, having           
                                    lived in A

rtarm
on and

                                    com
pleted schooling (w

ith a
         m

usic scholarship) at R
oseville

                                    C
ollege. 

                        H
er fam

ily has a significant  
                        m

usic background.  B
oth her  

                        great grandm
others w

ere  
                        pianists and one w

as a m
usic  

                        teacher.  H
er grandm

other w
as  

also a pianist.  B
oth her                      

parents, w
hilst not m

usicians,            
                       are extrem

ely fond of  m
usic 

                       …
and her 20-year-old brother 

is currently studying the clarinet at the Sydney 
C

onservatorium
. 

The decision to perform
 M

ozart’s Flute C
oncerto 1

w
ith the K

PO
 w

as greatly influenced by Em
m

a’s 
m

other.  “She likes it a lot better than M
ozart’s 

second Flute C
oncerto,” Em

m
a revealed to us.   

W
e also learned that Em

m
a perform

ed this flute 
concerto

last year w
ith the Sydney Sym

phony 
O

rchestra – w
e think the ideal ‘rehearsal’ for her 

appearances w
ith the K

PO
!!    

Em
m

a joined the SSO
 in 1999 and is now

 A
ssociate 

Principal Flute w
ith the orchestra. 

Em
m

a has studied in G
eneva and toured extensively, 

including to St Petersburg and M
oscow

 in R
ussia.

Perform
ing as a m

em
ber of the SSO

 dem
ands m

ost of 
Em

m
a’s tim

e.  She, how
ever, greatly cherishes the 

opportunities of perform
ing as a soloist w

ith 
orchestras or in recitals, as this requires different 
perform

ance skills and presents her w
ith quite 

different challenges. 

Em
m

a enjoys a variety of sports – particularly 
sw

im
m

ing, tennis and golf.  A
nd she’s currently 

renovating a house – w
hen O

vertures contacted her 
recently, she w

as busy painting w
indow

 fram
es!! 



O
h, w

hat a night! 
Last D

ecem
ber’s Popular C

lassics concert, presented 
by the K

u-ring-gai Philharm
onic O

rchestra and 
organised by the R

otary C
lub of St Ives, w

as a huge 
success.

C
om

plim
ents received by the R

otary C
lub of St Ives 

included “The evening w
as just superb. It w

as a 
w

onderful program
 of m

usic, presented by stunning 
perform

ers in a w
arm

 and friendly atm
osphere”, “I 

thoroughly enjoyed the perform
ance…

all m
y 

favourite type of m
usic” and “the concert w

as 
brilliant…

an unforgettable night.”  O
ver $10,000 w

as 
raised by R

otary, to benefit a num
ber of local 

children’s charities. 

The good new
s is that another Popular C

lassics
concert w

ill be presented by the K
PO

 in 2006.  The 
date is Saturday 9

th D
ecem

ber (please m
ark this in 

your diary now
) and the venue w

ill again be the 
G

illian M
oore C

entre for Perform
ing A

rts, Pym
ble 

Ladies C
ollege, Pym

ble. 

O
livia Sham

, soloist, and the K
PO

 at the 
2005 R

otary Popular Classics concert.

K
PO

’s O
ffice is a K

itchen T
able…

 
or m

ore accurately, a num
ber of kitchen tables. 

K
PO

 survives (or, as m
any w

ould argue, thrives!) 
because it is volunteer-based, volunteer-m

anaged, 
volunteer-driven.  It has no paid staff – it sim

ply 
can’t afford such a ‘luxury’!!! 

A
 num

ber of very active com
m

ittees and very 
dedicated individuals ensure the K

PO
 keeps m

oving 
forw

ard. These include an Executive C
om

m
ittee 

(representing the orchestra’s players and the 
orchestra’s various sub-com

m
ittees), a Planning 

C
om

m
ittee, a M

arketing C
om

m
ittee and a C

oncerto 
C

om
petition C

om
m

ittee.  

So various kitchen tables throughout Sydney double 
as K

PO
 offices.

In any year, around 100 m
usicians freely give of their 

tim
e to rehearse and perform

 w
ith the K

PO
.  This 

alone can be a significant com
m

itm
ent – in the w

eek 
of the M

arch and M
ay concerts, for exam

ple, this 
necessitates attending tw

o rehearsals (Tuesday and 
Friday evenings) plus the perform

ances on Saturday 
and Sunday. 

A
 num

ber of individuals also give an enorm
ous 

am
ount of extra tim

e to the K
PO

.  To nam
e just a 

few
: Louise K

eller (K
PO

’s President) and A
nne 

C
ahill (V

ice President) provide the leadership and 
undertake m

any of the 1001 adm
inistrative tasks 

required to keep the orchestra perform
ing;  G

raem
e 

G
ee, as Treasurer, looks after the K

PO
’s finances;  

Peter Lacey, our M
arketing M

anager, co-ordinates 
publicity and fundraising for the orchestra; Jocelyn 
B

rennan-H
orley is responsible for ticket sales and 

K
PO

’s regular letterboxing activities; m
usic notes are 

w
ritten by D

eb D
ietz, D

avid A
ngell, Suzanne C

attell 
and Lew

is C
ornw

ell; R
os G

raham
 regularly updates 

various m
ailing lists and databases; M

adeleine 
A

dam
s co-ordinates our Friends of the K

PO
 activities 

and suppers at concerts; M
artin B

row
n m

aintains 
K

PO
’s w

ebsite, w
w

w
.kpo.org.au.

W
e’re alw

ays grateful of m
ore helpers. If you w

ould 
like to be part of the 2006 K

PO
 team

, please contact 
A

nne C
ahill (9416 4199), M

adeleine A
dam

s  
(9144 6747) or Peter Lacey (9899 2957).  

The K
PO

 A
nnual G

eneral M
eeting is at 7.30pm

 on 
Tuesday 14

th M
arch at K

u-ring-gai Tow
n H

all.  A
ll 

orchestra m
em

bers are encouraged to attend. 2005 
A

nnual R
eports w

ill be presented…
plus, this is your 

opportunity to help shape the orchestra in 2006 and 
beyond.

M
aking a few

 dollars go a long, long 
w

ay
A

fter surm
ounting the intricacies of the m

usic, the 
greatest ongoing challenge facing the K

PO
 is 

generating the incom
e needed to sustain all the 

orchestra’s activities.  

Providing effective prom
otion for each concert is a 

necessity, because every seat that’s filled also brings 
in valuable dollars.  W

e are delighted to see that 
audience num

bers are consistently rising, and that 

several concerts each year now
 attract capacity 

audiences…
and w

e assure you that w
e’re really 

appreciative of those w
ho regularly attend K

PO
 

concerts.

U
nfortunately, ticket sales generate only half of 

K
PO

’s required incom
e – so w

e are continually 
w

orking to attract grants, sponsorships, advertising 
support and donations.

W
e have a long list of projects that w

ill benefit from
 

any m
oney the orchestra can raise this year (see green 

insert).  If you’re in a position to assist, w
e w

ould 
love to hear from

 you.  If you w
ish to m

ake your 
donation using a credit card, or w

ish to direct your 
support to a specific purpose, please sim

ply call  
9899 2957. 

B
ecause K

PO
 has no adm

inistrative staff to pay, no 
office to m

aintain, and no professional fundraisers to 
rem

unerate, every dollar received is effectively 
directed by the orchestra to its w

ide range of 
com

m
unity-focused activities. 

D
onations to the K

u-ring-gai Philharm
onic O

rchestra 
are fully tax deductible.

A
nd one final thought on supporting the K

PO
.

B
equests are becom

ing an increasingly valuable 
source of incom

e to organizations like the K
PO

 – so 
w

hen you’re next review
ing your W

ill, please 
consider including a bequest to benefit the K

PO
.

M
any T

hanks to 

•
K

u-ring-gai C
ouncil for its 2005 grant of

$5,830 – to enable provision of buses from
 retirem

ent 
villages to K

PO
 concerts, to assist w

ith the staging of 
our C

hinese C
onnections concert, and the 

organization, adjudication and provision of prize 
m

oney for the M
ultiple C

oncerto section of the N
SW

 
Secondary Schools C

oncerto C
om

petition. 

•
B

ayer A
ustralia Lim

ited and the N
orthside 

Y
outh O

rchestra B
ursary for providing prize m

oney 
for the N

SW
 Secondary Schools C

oncerto 
C

om
petition. 

•
Tw

o individual donors w
ho have each given 

substantial donations enabling purchase of the scores 
and parts for M

ahler’s 5
th Sym

phony and, for 
perform

ance in 2005, Tchaikovsky’s Sym
phony N

o 5
and D

vorak’s From
 the N

ew
 W

orld Sym
phony. 

•
V

arious donors and The Friends of the K
PO

w
hose generous donations led to recent purchases by 

the orchestra of crash cym
bals and a tam

 tam
, and 

enabled the orchestra to conduct a highly successful 
O

rchestral D
evelopm

ent W
orkshop w

ith m
usic 

educator and conductor, John C
urro, in N

ovem
ber. 

                                             

                                             K
PO

’s Jane M
akeham

 w
ith 

                                             the tam
 tam

, stand and  
                                             beater, recently purchased  
                                             using donations received  
                                             from

 Friends of the K
PO

 
                                             and other generous 
                                             supporters  

D
o you know

 any talented  
m

usicians attending high school? 
If so, please rem

ind them
 that entries for the 2006 

N
SW

 Secondary Schools C
oncerto C

om
petition, 

organized by the K
PO

, close on Friday 17
th M

arch. 

Entry Form
s can be dow

nloaded from
 K

PO
’s 

w
ebsite, w

w
w

.kpo.org.au, or by phoning 9498 3619. 

A
uditions w

ill be conducted at the R
avensw

ood 
C

entenary C
entre A

uditorium
, G

ordon, on Sunday 9
th

A
pril com

m
encing at 8am

. If you w
ould like to see 

and hear som
e truly talented young m

usicians, please 
com

e to these auditions - adm
ission is free. 

The Finals C
oncert, w

hen the finalists perform
 w

ith 
the K

PO
, w

ill be held on Saturday 24
th June.  This is 

alw
ays a “sell out” evening – so to avoid possible 

disappointm
ent, please book your tickets as early as 

possible through M
C

A
 Ticketing 1300 306 776.

Friends of the K
PO

 
Friends of the K

PO
 are an exclusive “inner circle” 

w
ho support the O

rchestra and, in return, receive a 
range of privileges. 

Sunday afternoon cham
ber concerts are held several 

tim
es each year for K

PO
 Friends, allow

ing them
 to 

m
eet m

em
bers of the orchestra and to gain special 

insights into the organization and running of the 
orchestra. The next Friends recital is on June 4

th.

M
em

bership of the Friends for 2006 is just $20.  To 
join, sim

ply com
plete and return the enclosed yellow

 
form

. 
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